
 

Recreational Boat User Survey   

 

Gippsland Lakes Boating Amenity and Sustainable          
Infrastructure Study 
 

 

Dear Recreational Boater, 

 

The Gippsland Coastal Board is currently in the process of reviewing recreational boating facilities 
at the Gippsland Lakes.  

 

A Boating Amenity and Sustainable Infrastructure Study is being undertaken to understand the 
sustainable level of boats and boat related infrastructure that can occur on the Gippsland Lakes 
without impacting on the natural values that make it attractive for boating in the first place.  

 

As a recreational boater, we would like to hear from you to understand why you visit the Gippsland 
Lakes, your favourite boating destinations and what makes your experiences good or bad. We are 
particularly interested in understanding places that you would like to visit but cannot access or 
touring routes that you believe would add value to the Lakes experience.  In addition, to assist us 
with understanding survey results, we would also like to know about you personally to identify key 
demographic characteristics of recreational boaters. Please take a minute to respond to this section, 
as information will be interpreted generally and any personal data will be kept confidential. 

 

Your feedback is valuable and will be used to inform the recommendations for future boating 
activity on the Gippsland Lakes.  

 

If you would like to receive updates of the project outcomes, please provide a contact email address 
and we will keep you informed. 

 

 

Please return this survey to the Gippsland Coastal Board, Natasha Vasey-Ellis, Executive Officer, by  

Friday 1st February 2007 via: 
Email:  natasha.vasey-ellis@dse.vic.gov.au    

Post:  Gippsland Coastal Board 

             PO Box 483 
             Bairnsdale VIC 3875 

Fax:  03 5152 0444 

 

 
 

mailto:natasha.vasey-ellis@dse.vic.gov.au


 

About Your Boat 

1. Do you own your own boat? (please circle)  YES / NO 

2.  What type of boat do you use? (please tick) 

   Open power boat   Cabin cruiser   Single hull yacht    
   Multi hull yacht     Half cabin power boat       Trailer sailer        
   PWC/jet ski         Other (please describe) _________________________________________________ 

3.  What is the length of your boat? (please tick) 

   Up to 4m (13ft)      4-5.9m (13-19ft)    6-7.9m (20-26ft)  
   8-10.9m (27-35 ft)           11+m (36 ft+) 

4.  What is the draft of your boat? (please tick) 
  Up to 0.8m ( 2ft)              0.9-1.2m (2 ft 11 inch-3 ft 11 inch)   1.3-1.6m (4ft 3inch-5ft 3inch) 
  1.7-2m (5ft 6inch-6ft 2 inch)    2m+ ( 6 ft 6 inch)  

5.  Where do you keep your boat? (please tick) 

   At home in garage        At home uncovered   In storage (where)______________________            
   At friend’s house    At a club (which one)___________________________________________ 
   Other (please specify) _____________________________________________ 

6. Do you have sewage holding facilities on board? (please circle)    YES/NO     

  If yes, please tick applicable option.      

   Holding tanks     Porta Potties    Other, please state _____________________ 

 

 

Why Do You Go Boating on the Gippsland Lakes? 

7.  Please tick the reason(s) you visit the Gippsland Lakes: 

   Fishing    Recreation yachting       Water skiing   Recreation boating  
   Other (please describe)   _________________________________________________________________ 

8.   How often do you visit the Gippsland Lakes for recreational boating purposes? 

   Every weekend     Once a month      Once a year   School holiday periods 
   Public holidays/long weekends      Other (please state)  ________________________________ 

9.  How long do you stay (on average) during each visit to the Gippsland Lakes for boating activities? 

   Day trip   Weekend   Overnight   1 week   2 weeks  
   3 weeks   1 month               Other (please state) _____________________________ 

10.  Which destination(s) do you visit most? (tick as many as applicable) 

   Lakes Entrance   Metung    Loch Sport            Marlay Point         Raymond Island       
   Port of Sale     Paynesville         Mitchell River     Latrobe River        Tambo River          
   McLennans Strait    North Arm   Bunga Arm      Lake Victoria        Lake Wellington 
   Mitchell River Silt Jetties              Other  _____________________________________________ 

11. What facilities do you look for when choosing a boating destination? (tick as many as applicable) 

    Toilet block         Picnic/BBQ facilities        Pub/Restaurant 

   Car Park          Pump out facility              Coffee Shop/Take Away Food 

   Play Ground       Other _________________________ 
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12.  Where do you usually stay when you visit the Gippsland Lakes for recreational boating purposes? 

   Live on Board Boat           Private Residence              Holiday Rental House/Apartment 
   Hotel/Motel   Bed & Breakfast                   Backpacker/Hostel  
   Designated Camping/Caravan Ground               Other _________________________ 

13.  In your own words what makes your recreational boating experience special?
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

14. If you could describe your recreational boating experience in one word, what would it be?  
 _______________________ 
14.  Please tick if the following issue(s) impact negatively on your boating experience: 

   Cost of boating (why) ____________________________________________________________________  
  Lack of shelter or retreat options (where) ___________________________________________________ 
  Water quality (where) ____________________________________________________________________ 
  Congestion (where) ______________________________________________________________________ 

   Access (where) __________________________________________________________________________  
  Lack of facilities (where).  Specify whether on water or on shore.______________________________ 

 __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  Availability of secure moorings (where). Itinerant or permanent? ______________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  Other water based activities (what types) ___________________________________________________ 

 If other issue(s) not listed, please state below: 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

15.  How do you believe your boating experience could be improved to make it more enjoyable? 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Future Opportunities For Boating Facilities and Associated Infrastructure  

 
16.  If you could recommend sites for development as future boating destinations in the Gippsland 

Lakes, where would you choose to develop boating facilities or associated infrastructure (e.g. toilets, 
marina, jetty, mooring, boat ramp, pump out facilities)?   Please state the site and the type of boating 
facility / infrastructure. This may be at an existing boating destination.  

 ( Up to three recommendations) 
  
 Location 1: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Boating facility/infrastructure required: _______________________________________________________ 
 Reason:____________________________________________________________________________________
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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 Location 2:__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 Boating facility/infrastructure required: _______________________________________________________ 
 Reason:____________________________________________________________________________________
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
 Location 3:__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 Boating facility/infrastructure required:_______________________________________________________ 
 Reason:____________________________________________________________________________________
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
17. Please suggest locations, if any, for the following additional boating facilities and infrastructure: 
 Overnight berthing: _________________________________________________________________________ 
 Additional swing moorings: __________________________________________________________________ 
 Additional marinas: _________________________________________________________________________ 
 Additional jetties: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 Toilets: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 Pump out facilities: _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
18.  Are there any sensitive environmental areas that you would like to see conserved or protected from 
 additional boating? (please circle)  YES/NO    
  If yes, then please identify where.      
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
About You 

19.       Name:  (optional) __________________________________________________________________ 

20.       Email address/Phone:  (optional) ____________________________________________________________ 

21. Are you a resident or ratepayer of East Gippsland or Wellington Shire Councils? (please circle)  
 YES/NO 

22. What is your residential postcode?    ______________ 

23.  What is your age? (please tick) 
   0-19   20-29   30-39   40-49   50-59   60-69    70+ 

24. Are you:    

   Male   Female 

25.  What is your employment status? (please tick) 

   Unemployed   Full-time employee   Self-employed   Retired 
   Student/training   Other (please specify) _____________________________________________ 

 
 

The Gippsland Coastal Board thanks you for taking the time to complete this survey and for your interest in 
the future of recreational boating on the Gippsland Lakes. 


